
To	  Governor	  McCrory:	  	  

On	  behalf	  of	  the	  organizations,	  businesses,	  and	  individuals	  signed	  below	  –	  representing	  tens	  of	  
thousands	  of	  residents	  -‐	  we	  urge	  you	  to	  make	  a	  strong	  commitment	  to	  capturing	  the	  immense	  wind	  
energy	  resource	  off	  our	  shores.	  Climate	  change	  poses	  an	  urgent	  threat	  to	  coastal	  and	  low-‐lying	  
communities,	  and	  North	  Carolina	  is	  no	  exception.	  To	  protect	  our	  health,	  wildlife,	  and	  economy	  –	  and	  the	  
quality	  of	  life	  of	  future	  generations,	  we	  must	  reduce	  pollution	  and	  launch	  a	  new	  clean	  energy	  chapter	  
for	  America.	  

Here	  in	  North	  Carolina,	  we	  have	  more	  offshore	  wind	  potential	  than	  any	  Atlantic	  state.	  In	  fact,	  North	  
Carolina	  has	  enough	  offshore	  wind	  potential	  to	  meet	  all	  of	  the	  state’s	  energy	  needs.	  In	  spite	  of	  this,	  we	  
risk	  falling	  behind	  neighboring	  states	  with	  far	  less	  potential.	  	  

Investing	  in	  this	  pollution-‐free	  energy	  source	  with	  no	  fuel	  costs	  can	  help	  us	  reduce	  pollution	  and	  boost	  
our	  local	  economies.	  And	  because	  offshore	  wind	  blows	  strongest	  during	  times	  of	  peak	  energy	  demand	  –	  
summer	  afternoons	  and,	  winter	  cold	  snaps	  -‐	  it	  can	  diversify	  our	  energy	  portfolio	  with	  large	  amounts	  of	  
valuable,	  clean	  power	  just	  when	  we	  need	  it	  most.	  	  	  

Countries	  around	  the	  world	  are	  already	  reaping	  the	  economic	  and	  environmental	  benefits	  of	  offshore	  
wind	  power.	  In	  Europe,	  this	  booming	  industry	  currently	  supports	  70,000	  long-‐term,	  quality	  jobs.	  Now,	  
the	  U.S.	  can	  benefit	  from	  more	  than	  twenty	  years	  of	  lessons	  learned	  across	  the	  Atlantic,	  including	  
technology	  advancements	  that	  have	  lowered	  costs	  and	  enable	  development	  in	  areas	  far	  offshore	  where	  
the	  stronger	  wind	  resource	  can	  deliver	  greater	  environmental	  and	  economic	  benefits.	  	  

According	  to	  the	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  Energy,	  developing	  just	  a	  fraction	  of	  our	  offshore	  wind	  potential	  
could	  create	  between	  10,000	  and	  20,000	  new	  jobs	  in	  North	  Carolina.	  In	  total,	  North	  Carolina	  could	  gain	  
more	  than	  $22	  billion	  in	  economic	  benefits.	  	  

State	  leaders	  play	  a	  critical	  role	  in	  advancing	  offshore	  wind	  power	  off	  their	  shores.	  The	  federal	  
government	  has	  made	  significant	  progress	  in	  recent	  years	  identifying	  appropriate	  locations	  for	  offshore	  
wind	  development,	  including	  three	  Wind	  Energy	  Areas	  in	  North	  Carolina.	  We	  call	  on	  you	  to	  commit	  to	  
the	  following	  actions	  and	  move	  North	  Carolina	  toward	  realizing	  the	  golden	  opportunity	  over	  our	  
horizon:	  

• Set	  a	  bold	  goal	  for	  offshore	  wind	  power	  in	  North	  Carolina’s	  energy	  plan.	  As	  states	  move	  forward	  
with	  strategies	  to	  implement	  the	  EPA’s	  Clean	  Power	  Plan,	  offshore	  wind	  power	  offers	  a	  unique	  and	  
scalable	  pollution-‐free	  power	  source	  for	  meeting	  local	  carbon	  emission	  reduction	  targets.	  

• Advance	  policies	  that	  ensure	  a	  competitive	  market	  for	  offshore	  wind	  power.	  One	  of	  your	  federal	  
legislative	  priorities	  should	  include	  reinstating	  a	  long-‐term	  investment	  tax	  credit	  for	  OSW.	  

• Advance	  power	  contracts	  for	  offshore	  wind	  projects.	  State	  leadership	  is	  essential	  for	  facilitating	  
investment	  in	  offshore	  wind	  power	  and	  jumpstarting	  the	  markets	  for	  this	  emerging	  industry,	  
including	  pursuing	  opportunities	  for	  regional	  procurement.	  

• Ensure	  an	  efficient,	  transparent,	  and	  environmentally	  responsible	  offshore	  wind	  leasing	  process	  
that	  protects	  wildlife.	  

• Enable	  key,	  early-‐stage	  initiatives	  to	  spur	  offshore	  wind	  development.	  Regional	  coordination	  and	  
state	  policies	  enabling	  the	  construction	  of	  a	  regional	  demonstration	  project	  can	  help	  pave	  the	  way	  
for	  future,	  large	  scale	  OSW	  development.	  	  



North	  Carolina’s	  citizens	  and	  wildlife	  are	  depending	  on	  you	  for	  bold	  leadership	  in	  ensuring	  a	  clean	  
energy	  future.	  We	  strongly	  urge	  you	  to	  recognize	  just	  how	  much	  we	  have	  to	  gain	  from	  harnessing	  our	  
offshore	  wind	  power	  potential	  in	  a	  manner	  that	  protects	  wildlife	  and	  their	  habitats	  throughout	  every	  
stage	  of	  development.	  For	  the	  sake	  of	  coastal	  resiliency,	  local	  jobs,	  increased	  investments	  in	  economic	  
development	  and	  manufacturing,	  wildlife,	  and	  future	  generations	  of	  North	  Carolinians,	  we	  thank	  you	  for	  
your	  consideration	  of	  this	  promising	  clean	  energy	  solution,	  and	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  you	  to	  
develop	  a	  successful	  strategy	  to	  bring	  this	  transformational	  new	  power	  source	  online.	  
	  
Sincerely,	  
	  
Dave	  Rogers,	  Environment	  North	  Carolina	  
Carrie	  Clark	  North	  Carolina	  League	  of	  Conservation	  Voters	  
Susannah	  Tuttle,	  North	  Carolina	  Interfaith	  Power	  and	  Light	  
June	  Blotnick,	  Clean	  Air	  Carolina	  
David	  Carr,	  Southern	  Environmental	  Law	  Center	  
Ethan	  Crouch,	  Cape	  Fear	  Chapter	  Surfrider	  Foundation	  
Brian	  Buzby,	  North	  Carolina	  Conservation	  Network	  
Jennifer	  Rennicks,	  Southern	  Alliance	  for	  Clean	  Energy	  
Dan	  DeRosa,	  NCPIRG	  
George	  Matthis,	  River	  Guardian	  Foundation	  
Renee	  Maas,	  Food	  &	  Water	  Watch	  
Amy	  Adams,	  Appalachian	  Voices	  
Ivy	  Ingram,	  Outer	  Banks	  Chapter	  Surfrider	  Foundation	  
Bob	  Sanders,	  Tortuga’s	  Lie	  Restaurant,	  Nags	  Head	  
Patrick	  Harrison,	  Harrison	  Boatworks,	  Manteo	  
Jamie	  Lavier,	  ObxSurfinfo.com,	  Outer	  Banks	  
Brent	  Nultemeier,	  BN	  Design	  &	  Advertising,	  Kill	  Devil	  Hills	  
Shawn	  Deane,	  Meridian	  Media	  Works,	  Nags	  Head	  
Shawn	  Deane,	  The	  Spot	  Ice	  Cream	  Shop,	  Nags	  Head	  
Leanne	  Robinson,	  Secret	  Spot	  Surf	  Shop,	  Nags	  Head	  
Mike	  Dianna,	  Mike	  Dianna’s	  Grill	  Room,	  Corolla	  
Harmony	  Cabinets,	  Kitty	  Hawk	  
Brandi	  Miss,	  Mother	  Nuture	  Massage	  and	  Bodywork,	  Kitty	  Hawk	  
Tina	  Mackenzie	  and	  Eric	  Reece,	  Outer	  Banks	  Brewing	  Station,	  Kill	  Devil	  Hills	  
John	  Wasniewski,	  Shoshin	  Technologies,	  Inc.,	  Kill	  Devil	  Hills	  
Jessica	  Moody,	  Duck	  Village	  Yoga,	  Duck	  
Chris	  Hunter,	  Outer	  Banks	  Surf	  School,	  Outer	  Banks	  
Dr.	  Jay	  Taylor,	  Outer	  Banks	  Veterinary	  Hospital,	  Kitty	  Hawk	  	  
Jason	  Merrill,	  Back	  Alley	  Bikes,	  Chapel	  Hill,	  	  
Steven	  Nelson,	  The	  Inn	  on	  Pamlico	  Sound,	  Buxton	  
Christopher	  Carini,	  Linda's	  Bar	  and	  Grill,	  Inc.,	  Chapel	  Hill	  
Ti	  Harmony	  Loving	  Kindness	  Yoga	  School,	  Carrboro,	  	  
Bill	  Jensen,	  Apex	  Town	  Council,	  
Abraham	  Palmer,	  Box	  Turtle	  Bakery,	  Chapel	  Hill,	  	  
Michelle	  Dorer,	  Ashtanga	  Yoga	  Center,	  Nags	  Head	  	  
Onra	  Morales,	  Lithe	  Core	  Pilates,	  Wilmington	  
Claudio,DeGiffarde,	  Lithe	  Core,	  Castle	  Hayne	  
Andrea	  Newman,	  Bikram	  Yoga	  Durham	  &	  Chapel	  Hill	  



Mick	  Sheehan,	  Snap	  Fitness,	  Chapel	  Hill	  NC	  	  
Kathryn	  Houghton,	  Southern	  Rail,	  Carrboro	  
Bailey	  Parker,	  9	  Bakery	  and	  Lounge,	  Wilmington	  
Katherine	  Marvel,	  Mermaid	  Manor,	  Carolina	  Beach	  
Lauren	  Paparone,	  Personal	  Empowerment,	  Inc.,	  Wake	  Forest	  
Bob	  Hovey,	  Duck	  Village	  Outfitters,	  Duck	  
Greg	  Hamby,	  Cypress	  Moonshine	  Inn,	  Kitty	  Hawk	  
Beth	  Storie,	  Cameron	  House	  Inn,	  Manteo	  
Michael	  McOwen,	  Outer	  Banks	  This	  Week,	  Outer	  Banks	  
Jenny	  Yarborough,	  Wilmington	  Yoga	  Center,	  Wilmington	  
Leanne	  Johnston,	  Inner	  Strength	  Physical	  Therapy,	  Wilmington	  
Holly	  Mills,	  Progressive	  Gardens,	  Wilmington	  
John	  Paperone,	  Environmental	  Solution	  Inc.,	  Wake	  Forest	  
Bree	  Peterson-‐Resnick,	  Uprising:	  Not	  Just	  A	  Bakery,	  Wilmington	  	  
Justin	  Lachine,	  Cafe	  Lachine,	  Nagshead	  
Mateo	  Zacchino,	  Be	  Unlimited	  Yoga,	  Wilmington	  
Caroland	  MacFarland,	  The	  German	  Café,	  Wilmington	  
Red	  Bowes,	  Silver	  Dollar,	  Carolina	  Beach	  
Mary	  Sedcieski,	  Gems4U,	  Wilmington	  
Andrew	  Fisher,	  Smallcakes,	  Durham	  
Jason	  Sellers,	  Plant	  Restaurant,	  Asheville	  
Shannon	  Ward,	  Solteria,	  Burlington	  
Judy	  Harrelson,	  Orare	  Inc.	  DBA	  Glass	  &	  Window	  Warehouse	  and	  Harrelson's	  Home	  Improvement,	  Siler	  
CIty	  
	  


